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Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays 
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

(No Choir) 
 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL JUNE-AUGUST 
 

10:00 A.M.     Holy Eucharist Rite II 
(With Organ and Choir) 

Infant/Toddler care available at both services 
 

Thursdays 
10:00 A.M.     Holy Eucharist Rite II 

(Morning Prayer, July 15th & 22nd) 

    St. Timothyõs Times 

     Last month I argued that we have un-

wisely come to put far too much faith in 

the market as the best arbiter of the value 

of things. By the market I mean the sys-

tem of exchanges of goods, labor, raw 

resources and capital that establishes the 

terms of nearly every transaction we en-

gage in. And when I talk about faith I 

mean the worst kind ï blind faith ï which 

turns a blind eye to other market dynamics 

beyond finding the most cost efficient 

means of production and distribution for 

any particular item resulting in the lowest 

price on a retail shelf. Frequently disre-

garded in the marketôs calculus to arrive at 

the lowest price for an item are things like 

living wages and safe working conditions 

for producers of our products and services, 

damaging environmental impacts of cer-

tain cheap production and transportation 

methods, or the ethics of fair treatment 

between seller and buyer. 

     Before September, 2008 I suspect most 

people didnôt spend much, if any, time 

thinking about those other factors getting 

run roughshod over in the marketôs relent-

less drive toward the lowest price. After 

all, you and I both love lower prices. Why 

would we voluntarily pay more for what 

appears to be the same thing? But a few 

things have changed over the past 21 

months. 

     Let me give you a couple of examples: 

     Because of the incentive structure 

(read: opportunity to make more money) 

for writing mortgage loans at many lend-

ers during the past decade hundreds of 

thousands of people were offered loans 

with worse terms than they actually quali-

fied for. When they 

signed the papers 

they were either unable to understand the 

terms of the fine print or chose not to actu-

ally read them (after reading through all 

50+ pages of my disclosure, loan and es-

crow documents before signing to buy our 

current house in the summer of 2007 our 

realtor told me I was the first one ever to 

have done so in her 22 years of working 

with buyers) they were locked into loans 

that they would be certain to default on 

within 2-5 years. It was the market at 

work, driving ruthlessly for the best price, 

but in this case the best price for the bank, 

without regard for any ethical treatment of 

the customer. For many consumers this 

was the first time they were aware of be-

ing on the receiving end of the marketôs 

ruthlessness. 

     Because of the incentive structure for 

executives (read: opportunity to earn lar-

ger bonuses) at this nationôs largest banks, 

those institutions took on ridiculously 

irresponsible amounts of risk in their in-

vestment portfolios. This would have all 

been well and good if, when their bets 

went horrifically bad, they and their 

boards of directors and their investors 

were the only ones to suffer the losses (not 

necessarily so fair for the many front-line 

employees who lost their jobs, but weôll 

put that relatively smaller injustice to the 

side for the sake of this argument). Thatôs 

the risk and reward nature of market capi-

talism. But these firms were deemed 

TBTF (Too Big to Fail) by a broad con-

sensus of macro-economists from the po-

(Continued on page 2) 
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July 4 Happy Independence Day! 

 

July 5 Office closed in observance of 

      July 4th holiday 
 

July 5ï16    St. Timothyôs Preparatory 

      ñAcademic Art Adventuresò 
 

July 11-24   Fr. Garrett on vacation 
 

July 18      Noon     Vestry Meeting 
 

July 29      Choir rehearsals resume 

August 1      Noon     Vestry Meeting 
 

August 23    St. Timothyôs Preparatory 

       classes resume 
 

August 3      6:30 p.m.  Outreach Cmtte. 

        Parish Hall 
 

August 28    Annual Dinner and Auction 

                    Apple Valley Country Club 

    www.sttimshd.org    office@sttimshd.org 
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litical right to the left as well as politicians 

similarly across the political spectrum, 

who voted in response to the banksô reck-

less behavior to commit an astonishing 

amount of taxpayer dollars to bail them out 

and then subsequently to stimulate the 

American economy. It was the market at 

work, cornered by its own perverse incen-

tives to disregard all factors but the pursuit 

of ever greater profits. For many people 

who lost their jobs in the fallout from the 

banking crisis ï the national unemploy-

ment rate in the beginning of 2008 was 

5%; at the beginning of this year it was 

just a shade under 10% ïit was a rude 

awakening to the indiscriminate punishing 

power of the market towards those who 

had no association at all to a troubled fi-

nancial institution. 

     My call to action in response to exam-

ples like these was for us as market partici-

pants to reject blind faith by incorporating 

ethical considerations in our purchasing 

decisions, not just shopping on price alone. 

The motivation for this was not to make a 

social or a political statement, but much 

more importantly because we are Chris-

tians. Our Lord commands us to ñlove 

your neighbor as yourself.ò I do not have 

integrity if I say that I am a follower of 

Jesus but then participate in economic 

transactions that I know perpetuate harm to 

my neighbor. 

     So in the second part of this article I 

want to explore the relevance of the ethic 

of Jesusô commandment when your per-

sonal financial situation requires seeking 

out the lowest prices on essential items. 

First and foremost it is essential to be 

aware. If thereôs only one thing this two-

part series conveys it should be that blind 

faith in the market is no longer acceptable. 

It never was, but now that we have wit-

nessed the harm that has come from power 

brokers in both government and the private 

sector exerting their influence to get the 

greatest gain for a small minority, we have 

to become more educated and more dis-

criminating. There are irrefutable negative 

consequences to certain kinds of market 

transactions which we cannot participate in 

willingly or blindly and then hope to plead 

ignorance to our God who requires us ñto 

do justice, and to love kindness.ò (Micah 

6:8) 

     But how can we know what goods and 

services are ethically produced, are envi-

ronmentally responsible, and donôt exploit 

workers in their production? Do individual 

consumer choices make any difference in 

the big picture anyway? And what if you 

canôt afford it? 

     In some situations, knowing whether a 

good or service is responsibly produced 

and sold is relatively straight forward. 

Buying local produce at a farmerôs market 

or in the supermarket is a good example. 

Youôre directly supporting the grower and 

the fossil fuels required for transport are 

much lower (along with reduced chemicals 

required to preserve freshness.) Other ex-

amples include electing renewable energy 

sources for your household electricity if 

your utility provider offers that option and 

purchasing food and consumer items certi-

fied as Fair Trade. 

     In other situations, the complexity of 

the production and supply chains makes it 

very difficult to know whether a product or 

service is ethical or not. We will never 

have enough time or access to enough in-

formation to make definite decisions about 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Letters 
In response to ñLooking Back on the Market as GodïPt. 1ò in 

the June issue 

 

I agree with your opening sentence in the recent monthly news-

letter that "Itôs easy to join the populist wave of anger toward the 

financial industry" but not for the same reason. For while there 

have been very real abuses in the financial industry, it is not so 

clear that "the market" in an unqualified way is the cause. Quite 

the contrary. Political insiders in Congress and at the Government 

Sponsored Entities (GSEs) Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac made a 

crisis which mass media hysteria and political demagoguery 

whipped up into a political firestorm and misrepresented. 

 

No one can quarrel, at least in the abstract, with your claim that 

"the market" has become something of a god, for narrow thinking 

and misplaced hopes are not restricted to any sector of human 

society. Many prominent thinkers have taken your position, such 

as Friedrich Nietzsche, Karl Marx and John Maynard Keynes, as 

well as politicians such as Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Roosevelt, 

Lyndon Johnson and now Barack Obama. Now if "the market" 

were the only part of our lives which ever pretended to assume 

divine attributes, perhaps I could join you in your condemnation 

of it, or at least your damping down our expectations. But in fact 

the much greater contender for that undeserved role is govern-

mentïfederal, state and local in the United Statesïas well as in 

Europe, Asia and Latin America.  

 

The federal government accounts for nearly a fourth of all spend-

ing in the United States, with state and local government bringing 

it up to more than a third. Nearly 60 percent of federal spending 

is for entitlement programs, particularly social security, Medicare 

and Medicaid (plus the recently passed health care reform legisla-

tion), not to mention aid to farms and businesses, tax breaks for 

energy producers (renewable and non-renewable), and veteransô 

care and pensions. In dollar amounts, the federal budget has 

passed the $3 trillion mark, with public debt at $12 trillion. 

Amazingly enough, our commerce is still the most productive in 

the world, in spite of all the money paid in taxes, not to mention 

costly and detailed regulations, class-action lawsuits and forced 

unionism in some states. 

 

Under these circumstances, singling out "the market" for divine 

aspirations is a serious denial of social and political reality. The 

greatest single cause of the financial crisis of 2008 was the hous-

ing bubble, which did not develop from the greed of lenders or 

for that matter the irresponsibility of borrowers (although those 

were secondary causes, feeding the flame), but from laws and 

regulations established by Congress and the bureaucracy. It has 

(See Response; continued on page 3) 
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the practices of all the businesses that 

we interact with in the marketplace. Nor 

will every one of our attempts to prac-

tice ethical consumerism completely 

avoid all negative consequences. But to 

use these realities as excuses to not 

make any effort is to turn a blind eye 

toward the profiteering of companies 

that harm people and the environment 

using your dollars. When you are feeling 

powerless to be able to discern which 

products and companies are responsible 

options for your purchasing dollar, the 

following resources can help: 

 

     ñThe Better World Shopping Guide - 

2nd Edition: Every Dollar Makes a Dif-

ference,ò Ellis Jones, Ph.D. 

     www.ethicalconsumer.org ï U.K. 

based organization devoted to research 

and ratings to provide consumer guid-

ance 

 

     All of the above is very nice and well 

intentioned and all that but some will 

argue that it doesnôt make a lick of dif-

ference in the examples I gave earlier 

about the macro-economic injustices that 

resulted in the past 21 months of the 

ñGreat Recession.ò Thatôs certainly a 

fair critique. Neither you nor I can di-

rectly influence the decisions made in 

the corporate board rooms at Goldman 

Sachs or J.P. Morgan or in the halls of 

power in Washington by switching the 

kind of produce we buy. But we need to 

be careful not to buy into the fatalistic 

attitude that says that if you canôt single-

handedly solve the whole problem, then 

it doesnôt matter what you do. What you 

do matters a great deal, both to those 

affected incrementally by your choices 

and to you, when you know that you 

have the integrity of acting to ñlove your 

neighbor as yourself.ò Remember, this is 

not an argument about joining the ñdo 

goodersò club or being a part of a move-

ment associated with environmentalism 

or sustainability or the like. We are 

Christians who are compelled to use the 

best of our God-given reasoning ability 

to practice good stewardship of Godôs 

creation entrusted to our care (Genesis 

1:26) and to care about more than only 

our own individual best interests. 

     Finally, what if you simply canôt af-

ford it? My argument in both parts of 

this article has been that there are impor-

tant consequences that the market ig-

nores ï but that we should not ï in its 

drive to produce goods and services at 

the lowest price. But what if the lowest 

price is a necessity for your budget? 

First, be sure that other options are truly 

beyond your means. Some alternative 

choices are not, in fact, more expensive. 

They simply involve switching brands or 

banks. A few are even money saving, 

such as joining a local food co-operative 

which packages produce, meat and sta-

ple supplies together at below supermar-

ket prices. Second, look at the total pic-

ture. Are there other areas of your 

budget that could be pared back to make 

a priority of ethical consumerism? 

Would the sacrifice be worth it to you if 

you knew that it was for the purpose of 

acting out Jesusô commandment to ñlove 

your neighbor as yourself?ò And if you 

have children at home could you use 

those budgetary trade-offs to teach your 

children how to live their Christian faith 

through the way you spend your money? 

     But when a change in practice is ab-

solutely beyond your means, then it is. 

Donôt give up. There are other ways you 

can act out love of neighbor that donôt 

cost money such as acts of service or 

political advocacy. We are obligated as 

followers of Christ and by the first of the 

Ten Commandments to have no other 

god but God alone. And over the past 21 

months especially, the market and its 

movers have proved themselves quite 

unworthy of the blind faith that we were 

previously inclined to place in them, as 

if in a god. The good news is that the 

kingdom of God is bigger and more just 

than any human engineered market can 

ever be. We are invited by God to live in 

the kingdom, not just in heaven but also 

here on Earth. And as Christians we are 

chosen to help make Godôs kingdom a 

present reality by committing ourselves 

to act with the ethics of justice, mercy 

and humility. 

(Continued from page 2) 

been federal policy since the Carter Ad-

ministration, expanded in the Clinton Ad-

ministration, to encourage home ownership 

among "historically disadvantaged" groups 

by forcing banks to lend money under terms 

more favorable than the usual FHA rules to 

persons who were, in the great majority of 

cases, incapable of paying off the loans. In 

Boston, for example, banks there were 

threatened with lawsuits, based on federal 

guidelines that required that home loans be 

made in accordance with racial quotas. That 

is, if there are 30 percent racial minority 

races in the community, and banksô loans to 

those groups fell short of that level, they 

were susceptible to a charge of racial bias 

against those minorities.  

 

If Harvey Cox can compare the market to 

God because it is so pervasive in our lives, I 

can certainly legitimately compare the gov-

ernment to God for the same reason. The 

difference is that no one is coerced to make 

investments and purchase products, but we 

are all taxed and regulated by a soft despot-

ism that has demonstrated contempt for the 

opinions, possessions and feelings of mil-

lions of Americans. Until now, their faith in 

the government has spared it their electoral 

wrath. But all indications are that they will 

do their duty in November, having already 

shown last November, this spring and 

doubtless next week (referring to the elec-

tions of June 8th), that they know who got us 

into this mess. 

 

  Richard Reeb 

(Response; continued from page 2) 

We have adopted a new mission 
statementñour formal written 
statement of purpose which guides 
our actions and provides a sense of 
direction, of purpose and provides 
guidance in decision-making.  
 
 

òGlorifying God through 
faithfulness in worship, 

prayer, and service  
in an inclusive community."  

http://www.ethicalconsumer.org


4 

Seeking Godôs Blessings. Striving to Bless Others. 

Scholarship ǒ Character ǒ Community . 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

     The 2009-2010 school year is over and planning for the 2010-2011 school year is well underway! St. 

Timothyôs incoming Head of School, Mr. Richard E. Webb, and I have met and will continue to do so 

once his move to the area is complete. Both of us want a smooth transition, and I have invited him to call 

on me at any time even after he assumes his new job on July 6th. 
 

     June was packed with excitement for the students. Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd/4th Graders all enjoyed 

special lunches provided by their teachers and Parentsô Association Grade Representative Moms. The 5th 

Grade attended YMCA camp at the beach while the 6th Grade spent three days in Sacramento learning 

more about our California government.  Since August, the students read a combined total of over 40 mil-

lion words which earned them a Water Day on June 7th. The Moving-up Ceremony was held June 11th, 

and the following Middle Schoolers received some extra-special recognition: 
 

Ashleigh Bonetpels received the Peer Award, an annual award given to that Middle School student 

who, in the opinion of her peers, best personifies the virtues of being a good friend. 

Shane Denison received the Cardinal Award, an annual award given to that Middle School student 

who, in the opinion of the faculty and administration, best personifies St. Timothyôs Preparatory 

Schoolôs virtues of citizenship and school spirit. 
 

     Additionally, the following teachers were recognized for milestones in their respective tenure at the 

school: 
 

Michelle Fleisch ï 5 years 

Cheryl Beck, Debbie Japs, Catherine McDonald, and Bonnie Park ï 10 years 

Jamie Bechtold ï 15 years 

Bonnie Cambridge, Janis Carlile, and Marilyn Needham ï 20 years 

Lee VerKuilen ï 25 years 
 

     The summer office hours at St. Timothyôs Preparatory are 9 a.m. ï 1 p.m. Monday through Thursday (and by appointment.) Our 

summer program is from Monday, July 5 through Friday, July 16, 2010. ñAcademic Art Adventuresò is open to anyone who is 6-

years-old by July 13th through Grade 5. The child does NOT have to be enrolled at St. Timothyôs. There is a non-refundable registra-

tion fee of $25.00, and the cost of the program is $125.00 

per week. For more information or to enroll, contact the 

school office (760-242-4256) or email the instructor, Mr. 

Rick Martinez (mrmar65@mac.com). Our 2010-2011 aca-

demic year begins on Monday, August 23, 2010. 
 

     Thank you to all who have offered their best wishes in 

my move ñdown the hill.ò I will not be selling the house in 

Apple Valley, so I will be able to see you from time to 

time. Please keep in touch (hjohnwalter@hotmail.com) 

and know that you will always remain in my thoughts and 

prayers. 
 

 

 

 

 Warmly, 

 H. John Walter, III 
 Head of School 

 

John Walter receives deserved 

recognition and loving thanks 

for his years of service as 

Head of School at St. Timo-

thyôs Preparatory. on Friday, 

June 11, 2010.  

John begins a new chapter in 

his career as Head of School 

for The Wesley School in 

North Hollywood on July 1, 

2010. 

Good luck, many thanks and 

much love to you John! 

Richard E. Webb 
will begin as  

Head of School at  

St. Timothyôs Prep on 

July 6, 2010 

mailto:mrmar65@mac.com
mailto:hjohnwalter@hotmail.com
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     On June 6th our Sunday school children were 

recognized for their participation in Sunday 

school this past year. Teachers Bettye Busbe, 

Kim Claire, Liz Johnson, Ruth Oliver, Stacy 

Perreira and Laura Johnson were recognized for 

their weekly teaching commitment to our Sun-

day school children. Jennifer Bower, director of 

the Sunday school these past four years, an-

nounced that she has stepped down as director. 

     To our 

children, our 

teachers and 

to Jennifer 

Bower, our 

congratula-

tions, thanks 

and love to 

you all! 

SING WITH THE  

VOICES OF ANGELS 
     During the month of July the choir will be 

open to all comers. Have you ever wanted to sing 

next to someone whose voice is a joy to follow? 

Have you wanted to see what experiencing the 

service is like from the choir section? July is your 

opportunity. Meet in the choir area at 9:15 for a 

pre-service warm-up. Our gifted choir director 

Jimmie Smith will take it 

from there. You donôt 

have to read music, but if 

youôd like to learn, weôll 

teach you! Please join 

usðyouôll love it!! 

 

Thank you to all the people who helped with our 

summer Rummage SaleðJennifer, Kayla & Ross 

Bower; Barbara & Tim Bunsold; Noah Burlas, Nicho-

las Carpenter; Betsy, Kyle, Shane, Wesley, & Zach-

ary Denison; Manny Feliciano; Neil Heslop; Alexi, 

Nicholas & Shane Harrington; Liz Johnson; Maddie, 

Regina & Stephen Johnson; Tom & Judy Jordan; 

Austin Keefe; Adam Kirkpatrick; Geraldine Lauden-

back; Fr. Garrett & Morgan Mettler; Brenda, Brian & 

Henry Lopez; Nadine Lowrey; Rick Martinez; Jenni-

fer, Jaqueline and Julianne Medeiros; Norma Mendoza; Lynn 

Moore; Joe Pendleton; Liz Piraino; Bettye Jean & Jack Reasoner; 

Charlie Redl, Ted Ross; Jim Sheehan; Jean Steel; Kitty Stennett; 

Laura Thompson; Camille & John Walker; John 

Walter, and Stephan Wingert. 

 

We raised over 

$2,700!  


